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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 July 2003 . 
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3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is in response to the Applicants' application filed July 17, 2003. Claims 1-5 
have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

. A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fortune 
et al.. U.S. Pat. No. 6,012,007 (hereinafter, Fortune). 

As to claim 1. Fortune discloses an occupant determining device (abstract), 
comprising: 

a load detecting sensor provided on a seat body (abstract); and 
a controller calculating a detected load value based on an output value of the load 
detecting sensor and performing occupant determination based on the detected load 
value (abstract), wherein the occupant determination state is switched to an adult 
determination state when a certain delaying time elapses after the detected load value 
exceeds a determination threshold (abstract and Fig. 8), wherein the controller sets 
plural determination thresholds (Fig. 6), and the larger each determination threshold 
being exceeded by the detected load value is, the shorter the delaying time is set (col. 
3, line 57- col. 4, linell and col. 4, lines 36-57). 
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As to claim 2, Fortune discloses the occupant determining device, according to 
claim 1 , wherein the controller sets a first determination threshold and a second 
determination threshold being larger than the first determination threshold, the controller 
sets first delaying time corresponding to the first determination threshold and a second 
delaying time corresponding to the second determination threshold, and the second 
delaying time is shorter than the first delaying time (col. 3, line 57- col. 4, Iine1 1 and col. 
4, lines 36-57). 

As to claim 3, Fortune discloses the occupant determining device, according to 
claim 2, wherein the occupant determination state is switched from an child 
determination state to an adult determination state when the elapsing time under the 
detected load value being the first determination threshold or more and smaller than the 
second determination threshold exceeds a first delaying time (col. 4, lines 36-57). 

As to claim 4, Fortune discloses occupant determining device, according to claim 
2, wherein the occupant determination state Is switched from an child determination 
state to an adult determination state when the elapsing time under the detected load 
value being the second determination threshold or more exceeds a second delaying 
time (col. 3, line 57- col. 4, linell and col. 4, lines 36-57). 

As to claim 5, Fortune discloses an occupant determining device (abstract), 
comprising: 

a load detecting sensor provided at a seat (abstract); and 

a controller calculating a detected load value based on an output value of the load 

detecting sensor and performing occupant determination based on the detected load 
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value (abstract), wherein tlie occupant detennination state is switched to a child 
detennination state when a certain delaying time elapses after the detected load value 
becomes smaller than a determination threshold (abstract and Figs. 6 and 8), wherein 
the controller sets plural determination thresholds (Fig. 6), and the smaller each 
determination threshold is, the shorter the delaying time is set (col. 3, line 57- col. 4, 
linel 1 and col. 4, lines 36-57). 

Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel S. Weis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1882. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 5, Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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LALITA M. HAMILTON 
PRI^MRY EXAMINER 



